By LINDA ARMSTRONG
Special to the AmNews

“Fela!” on Broadway at the
Eugene O’Neill Theatre is a
show that is definitely worth
going to see at least two times.
The reason why is that the
lead role of Fela Anikulapo-
Kuti, the creator of the Afro
Beat, is performed by two for-
midable actors who alternate
in the role—Sahr Ngaujah,
who originated the role in the
off-Broadway run—and now
Kevin Mambo.

I had the pleasure recently
of seeing Mambo in the role
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Two times is the charm at ‘Fela!’

Kevin Mambo as Fela Kuti and the Queens of Fela!
(Monique Carboni photo)

and he brings his own confi- the power and the message of
dent swagger to it. Mambo is the story through Mambo’s
marvelous! One can vividly see portrayal, which includes a lot

names mean—*“He who shines

Fela

(Continued from Page 20)
him, like his mother Funmilayo
(powerfully portrayed by Lillias
White), who boldly spoke out
against the government and dis-
tinguished herself among her
people.

His is the story of a man
deciding that he did not have
to live as he was expected to
live. He wasn’t one to care
about keeping the peace when
his people were being wronged,
and he was glad when his
music and songs inflamed the
people to fight back. Of course
many paid the ultimate price
for raising their voices against
the government and so did
Fela. But despite what he suf-
fered he kept up the fight.

Mambo perfectly performs as
Fela and proves to be what the

with greatness.” From the time
that he comes out and makes
his way to the stage, Mambo
seems to be summoning the
spirit of the late Fela through
his inspiring performance.

Of course this show is full of
all types of inspiration. Along
with Mambo, there is the spir-
ited music of Fela, the amaz-
ing, energized African dancing
of this company, and just your
experience as a member of the
audience watching Fela’s life
and focus change as he takes a
difficult life journey.

The bond between Fela and
his mother was great and so
does the bond between actors
Mambo and White appear to be
(as was White’s bond with
Ngaujah). This is a show you
simply must experience.

For tickets, call (212)239-
6200.

of hip shaking, marvelous
singing and charismatic act-
ing. Mambo brings Fela’s pain,
his tragedy, and the few lighter
moments of persecution to
light in a way that makes it all
an odd mix of powerful, grip-
ping and devastating at the
same time.

The story of Fela is one of a
musician coming into his call-
ing. A musician, writer and
singer, Fela first wanted to
play music purely for its enter-
tainment value, but then was
changed by the Black Power
Movement and the suffering of

his people in Lagos, Nigeria,
and began to use music as a
weapon to sound off against
the white British oppressors
and the corrupt government
officials and soldiers.

His is a story of finding a pur-
pose in life, working toward that
purpose, becoming an important
person who molds the minds of
people to decide not to take the
abuse they have endured for so
long, but also of paying a heavy
price for your newfound course.
Fela’s is the story of a man who
had marvelous people around
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